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I don’t know how to introduce this – I GOT TO INTERVIEW MICHAEL TWITTY!!!

We talked for so long that I was able to break the discussion into two episodes. This is part
one, in which we talk DNA and how it doesn’t serve Black researchers, writing as a protection
of memory the ultimate smallness of the world, human interconnectedness, and many
aspects of Blackness as they relate to power and powerlessness – ultimately, finding the
power in self-knowledge, including the ugly stuff. please let me know what you think, and
after this ep, listen for the next one – that will be part two of this amazing discussion.

Hello, and welcome to episode 402 of From Paper To People, genealogy’s answer to the
eternal question, “What’s your story?” My name is Carolynn ni Lochlainn, and I am your
hostess with the mostest. This is a very exciting episode for me – as I stated in the promo a
little over a week ago, I had the extreme honor of talking with Michael Twitty, a cultural and
culinary historian whose masterwork, “The Cooking Gene,” has helped to raise the
consciousness of a nation to issues of Blackness, Whiteness, Southernness, Americanness,
and so much more. We talked for so long that I am brining you this conversation in two parts.
In this episode, we go around the world and back again, but if I have to boil down the
discussion, I’d say it’s about how small the world is, how Blackness and Whiteness are both
absolutely different and historically intertwined, and how we can all work together to
recognize the giant family we’re a part of. It may sound a bit idealistic, but work with me here
– Michael defies categories and descriptions! Half the fun of the interview was seeing where it
would go, only to have it come home again to the same basic points: Michael’s Southern
Discomfort Tour was a confrontation of a truth that many researchers and most DNA
companies don’t go far enough to serve; fear gets us nowhere; and that when all is said and
done, the more we know, the more we realize that we know nothing, and that we have to
start all over again.
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That was probably a really bad intro, but listen anyway! I’ll let Michael speak for himself. Here
now is part one of the interview.

I can’t tell you how amazing it feels for me to talk with someone whose work and life I admire
so much, and to have him treat me as a peer. It’s a natural high. I couldn’t have enjoyed our
discussion more, and I sincerely hope that you’ll come back for part two. In the meantime,
remember: do your research; RootsTech is free, 100% online this year, and it starts February
25th; don’t be a Jeffrey; and above all, Expect Surprises.

You can join my Facebook group by visiting this page for the link.

Please follow my YouTube channel here – I will be doing more videos face to face, and
perhaps even some live, with chat and everything!

Please rate and review the podcast on your podcast provider, at https://apple.co/2MLZW4H,
or at facebook.com/AncestorsAliveGenealogy.

If you want to be on the podcast from ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD using the Zoom platform
and a good mic and earphones (how about that Family Cookbook series??), you can contact
me at https://bit.ly/2Kxb6rm.

Stop by the website at ancestorsalivegenealogy.com, IG @fppppodcast and Twitter
@fpppppodcast

http://ancestorsalivegenealogy.com/join-communities/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4tQI4aeIZfnqK4LRKTmplA
https://apple.co/2MLZW4H
http://facebook.com/AncestorsAliveGenealogy
https://bit.ly/2Kxb6rm
http://ancestorsalivegenealogy.com/
https://www.instagram.com/fppppodcast/
http://twitter.com/fppppodcast
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Sponsor the podcast at patreon.com/AncestorsAlive for super-fantastic rewards, including
SWAG for different levels of sponsorship.

Subscribe to the newsletter at paper.li/AncestorsAlive/1557599531.

Check out my Zazzle shop at zazzle.com/store/fppppodcast for the aforementioned swag.

Subscribe: Audible | Blubrry | GoodPods | iHeartRadio | iTunes/Apple | Pandora | Soundcloud |
Spreaker | Stitcher
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